
Wikimedia lesson plans 
for remote learning
Using Wikimedia projects to foster learning and discovery



This document presents a selected compilation of lesson plans 
that leverage the power of Wikipedia and its sister projects as 
open educational resources (OER). Whether you’re teaching 
geography, english, or history these lesson plans provide activities 
that improve students’ media and information literacy skills while 
advancing subject-specific topics and fostering creative and 
agency in the digital space. Each lesson plan presents a clear 
learning objective, resources needed to carry out the lesson, and 
action steps for facilitators and students to better develop the 
activities. 

While the lesson plans indicate suggested subjects and age 
groups we highly encourage you to customize them to your own 
context and needs. They’re free for you to use, remix, and share!

Who is this document for?

● Teachers looking to foster independent learning, digital skills, 
and creativity among their students using open educational 
resources.

● Parents and guardians looking for activities they can include 
in their home learning programs or as complements to 
national remote learning curricula.

Welcome!

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Wikimedia_education_lesson_plans


In this document you will find:

● What is Wikipedia?

● What are the Wikimedia projects?

● How can I use these lesson plans?

● Lesson plans menu

● 10 lesson plans for remote learning

● Additional resources



Wikipedia is a free online encyclopedia 
created and maintained as an open 
collaboration project by a community of 
volunteer editors passionate about open 
knowledge.
 
It is the largest and most popular general 
reference work on the World Wide Web, and 
arguably the world’s largest open educational 
resource. It is available in over 300 languages 
comprising more than 40 million articles of 
encyclopedic value.

More importantly: it is very likely that your 
students consult Wikipedia on a regular basis!

 

What is Wikipedia?



Alongside Wikipedia we find a 
number of projects that follow the 
free content model with their main 
goal being the dissemination of 
knowledge. There is great 
pedagogical potential for the 
inclusion of these projects in the 
remote learning experience.

All projects are collaboratively 
developed by users around the 
world using the MediaWiki software. 
All contributions are released under 
a free Creative Commons license, 
meaning that any project content 
may be freely used, edited, copied, 
and redistributed, subject to the 
terms of the license.

What are the Wikimedia projects?

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Our_projects#MediaWiki


1. Explore the lesson plans menu to choose one 
that responds to the topic you want to work on 
or that aligns with your learning objectives.

2. Adapt the lesson plan to respond to your 
particular context and learning objectives if 
needed.

3. Prepare the resources needed in advance and 
explore the Wikimedia projects indicated so you 
can better guide your students during the 
activity.

4. Start a new learning journey with your students 
and watch the magic happen!

Bonus:
Share your experience with us on social media 
using the hashtag #EduWiki!

How can I use these lesson plans?



Lesson plans menu

Suggested 
Subject

Activity Learning objectives Age 
group

Art “Thank you” 
cards for our 
community 
members

Learners use Wikiquote and Wikimedia Commons to 
create “Thank you” cards for local workers during the 
COVID-19 crisis (or other challenging times).

7+

Computer 
Sciences

Only five clicks 
away

Learners navigate hyperlinks on Wikipedia articles through 
five clicks as a model to discovering new information on the 
internet.

11+

English I bet you can't 
find...

Learners identify sources of information they can find on the 
web and choose relevant information on Wikipedia to solve 
a query.

9+

English Let's be 
scriptwriters!

Learners create scripts for new scenes or plotlines for their 
favorite movie/film. Learners use Wikipedia to recall 
previous knowledge and discover Wikibooks.

11+

English Four stars for 
Wikipedia!

Learners examine Wikipedia articles and rank their quality 
based on a simple star grading system.

13+

English Who said that? Learners identify sources of information of stated facts on a 
Wikipedia article and reflect on what makes an article 
reliable.

15+

Geography Our work of art Learners associate previous knowledge of planet Earth with 
the pictures they find on the Wiki Loves Earth archive and 
create an art piece of their favorite photograph.

5+

Geography Planning my 
dream holiday!

Learners contrast the information they find on Wikipedia 
and Wikivoyage about their dream destination, and decide 
on relevant information needed to plan a holiday.

13+

History Who's in your 
textbook?

Learners explore Wikipedia to create a profile about a 
notable person not represented in their textbook.

11+

Social 
Sciences

My family 
recipe

Learners document a local family recipe on Wikibooks and 
Wikimedia Commons.

12+



Let’s start!























● Editable versions of the lesson plans: Remote learning 

using Wikimedia projects

● Other activity suggestions: #EduWiki challenges

● Motivational video: Knowledge belongs to all of us

● Using Wikipedia: Crash Course Navigating Digital 

Information

● Wikimedia education stories: This Month in Education

● Find Wikipedians in your country: Wikimedia movement 

affiliates

Additional resources:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Wikimedia_education_lesson_plans
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Wikimedia_education_lesson_plans
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:EduWiki_Challenge
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Knowledge_belongs_to_all_of_us_-_2030.wikimedia.org.webm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ih4dY9i9JKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ih4dY9i9JKE
https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/Education/Newsletter
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_movement_affiliates
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikimedia_movement_affiliates


We hope you enjoyed them! 

Share your experiences with us and keep 
engaging with the sum of all knowledge 

through the Wikimedia projects.

Click on the icons below 
to visit our channels or send us a message to 

education@wikimedia.org

Thank you for your 
interest in these 

lesson plans!

https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/Education
https://www.facebook.com/WikimediaEducationTeam/
https://twitter.com/WikimediaEdu

